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his uncle had left the throne -to him by a formal testament The
Emperor nominated him king of Champa and sent presents for the
king and the queen.
Having thus been assured of friendship or at least the neutrality
of China, Maha Vijaya commenced the old tactics of harassing the
Annamite frontier. He sent an expedition against the border
province of Hoa Chau in 1444, and again in 1445. The second one
was disastrous, for the army was suddenly caught during an
inundation at the citadel of An Dung,, and suffered severe losses.
The Annamite court, tired of these border campaigns, resolved
to carry the fight into the heart of Champa. The Annamite army
entered into Champa, defeated the enemy troops and beseiged the
capital city Vijaya (1446 A.D.). Maha Vijaya shut himself up
into the city with all his troops and hoped to be able to defy the
enemy. But he was betrayed by his nephew Maha Qui-Lai. On
condition of being recognised as king of Champa he delivered up the
city to the Annamites. Maha Vijaya was made prisoner with his
wives and concubines and the enemy returned to their country with
an immense booty.
Maha Qui-Lai could not long enjoy the sovereignty which he
had purchased by betraying his king and his country. He was
dethroned by his younger brother Qui-Do who threw him into
prison and declared himself king (1449).
Towards the close of 1457 or the beginning of the next year
Qui-Do was assassinated by the son of a nurse at the instance. of
Maha Ban-La Tra-Nguyet. The new king was recognised by China,
but he did not pay any homage to the Annamite Emperor. The
result was the renewal of hostilities between the two countries, $md
once the Cham king lodged a formal complaint to the Chinese
Emperor against the incursions of the Annamites. The king did not
reign long, having abdicated the throne in 1460 in favour of his
younger brother, Ban-La Tra-Toan.
The new king inherited the enmity of Annam which his
predecessor's action had provoked. The Annamite "Emperor Thanh
Ton pretended that Champa was a feudatory state of his. Tra-Toan,
however, resolved to unaintain the independence of his country at
any cost and decided to risk a war. He first sent a naval expedition
against Hoa^Chau (1469), and next year invaded the pfo^mee at
the head of an army 100,000 strong. He had a strong, eavafary and a
number of war elephants with him. The Annamite general* itaailt
to oppose this vast army, shut himself up in his stronghold,
informed Thanh Ton of his precarious sitii&tbiL
The Emperor was waiting for this very opportunity.   Bb
once   made   extensive   preparations   for   thfe   campaign   He